NIH Specific Aims Activity

[Problem/Hook]__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________While it is known that ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________,
and it is understood ____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________,
what is not known is ___________________________________________________________________.  There is an urgent need to/for ____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Our long-term goal is ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.  Our overall objective here, which is the next step in pursuit of that goal, is to ______________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________.
Our central hypothesis is that ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
Our hypothesis has been formulated on the basis of our own preliminary data (see Approach subsection of the Research Strategy section), which were acquired using ___________________________________ (author, year: __________, ____).  The work of (authors, year: _____________, _____)  is additionally supportive of our hypothesis. The rationale for the proposed research is that, once it is know how _________________________________, ________________________________________ can likely be __________________________________, resulting in new and innovative ________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

We plan to test our central hypothesis and, thereby, accomplish our overall objective for this project by pursuing the following to specific aims:  

1. Determine _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Based on the preliminary data referred to above and related work by (author, year), our working hypothesis is that ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________.
2. Identify ________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________.
Our working hypothesis here, again on the basis of preliminary data, is that _________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]______________________________________________________________________________.
3. Determine _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________.
Our working hypothesis, based on preliminary data, is that ______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________.
